PLYMOUTH BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Tuesday, January 29, 2008
Mayflower Room, Town Hall

The Selectmen held a meeting on Tuesday, January 29, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall, 11 Lincoln Street.

Present: 

Richard J. Quintal, Jr., Chairman
Jean S. Loewenberg, Vice Chairman
Kenneth A. Tavares

Daniel “Butch” Machado, Jr.
David Malaguti




Mark D. Sylvia, Town Manager





Melissa Arrighi, Assistant Town Manager
Call to Order

Chairman Quintal called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. and led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Town Manager’s Report

Governor’s House Budget – Town Manager Mark Sylvia reported that Governor Patrick released his House 2 budget (budget for year two of the legislative calendar), which is the Executive Branch’s proposed budget for FY2009.  For Plymouth, Mr. Sylvia explained, House 2 represents an estimated $1,900,000 increase in net State Aid for Fiscal Year 2009.   The Governor’s proposed increases, he said, are in areas such as Chapter 70, Veteran’s Benefits, and State Owned Land PILOT.

Joint Meeting on 1,000 Acres – Mr. Sylvia announced that the Board of Selectmen and Planning Board will meet jointly on February 19, 2008 at 7:15 p.m. to discuss the 1,000 Acres parcel and Plymouth Rock Studios proposal.
Chapter 40R Funds – Mr. Sylvia noted that he, Chairman Quintal, and Planning Board Chair Malcolm MacGregor attended a press conference at which the state presented the Town of Plymouth with $600,000.00 in funds relating to the Chapter 40R redevelopment project at Cordage Park.  Plymouth is the first community to implement a Chapter 40R project, Mr. Sylvia said, and this is the first of several disbursements to the town as the state highlights this new redevelopment tool across the Commonwealth.    
Licenses

One Day Wine and Malt (Liquor)

· Our House Services, 40 Russell Street, Linda Ducrot, requested a One Day Wine & Malt License for wine tasting dinners from 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. for the following dates: February 1, 2, 8, 9, and 15, 2008.  Liquor liability insurance is in place. 
On a motion by Selectman Malaguti, seconded by Vice Chairman Loewenberg, the Board voted to approve five (5) One Day Wine & Malt Licenses for the date listed above.  Voted 5-0-0, approved.
Change of Manager (Liquor)

· The Unity Club of Plymouth Inc., 40 Main Street Extension, requested a Change of Manager from John Fanning to John R. Walsh, Jr.  Mr. Walsh has been server trained and background check shows no basis for denial.
On a motion by Selectman Malaguti, seconded by Vice Chairman Loewenberg, the Board voted to approve a Change of Manager from John Fanning to John R. Walsh, Jr. for the Unity Club of Plymouth.  Voted 5-0-0, approved.
New Officers (Liquor)

· Plymouth Yacht Club Co., 34 Union Street submitted their list of New Officers.
On a motion by Selectman Malaguti, seconded by Vice Chairman Loewenberg, the Board voted to approve the New Officers (Liquor) listing for the Plymouth Yacht Club Co.  Voted 5-0-0, approved.
Temporary Closings

· Cabbyshack Inc. d/b/a Cabbyshack, 30 Town Wharf Road, requested permission to close from February 4, 2008 through March 5, 2008 for minor repairs and maintenance.
On a motion by Selectman Malaguti, seconded by Vice Chairman Loewenberg, the Board voted to approve the temporary closing of Cabbyshack.   Voted 5-0-0, approved. 
· Surendra Acharya d/b/a Shangri La Cuisine, 56 Main Street, requested permission to close until approximately February 25, 2008 to make minor repairs.  
On a motion by Selectman Malaguti, seconded by Vice Chairman Loewenberg, the Board voted to approve the temporary closing of Shangri La Cuisine.  Voted 5-0-0, approved.  
Vehicle for Hire (New)

· South Shore Taxi, 100 Robertson Street, #5, Quincy, Mass., Sadek M. Ghazzawi, requested the following licenses:

· One Vehicle for Hire Business Permit - Taxi

· Two Vehicle for Hire (Taxi) Vehicle Permits
Issuance is subject to vehicles being inspected by our Inspectional Services Dept.

· Three Vehicle for Hire Operators

· Sadek M. Ghazzawi
100 Robertson Street, #5, Quincy, MA 02169  

· Mudafer Al-Ziyadi
105 Doane Street, #2, Quincy, MA 02169

· Salah Almosawi

365 Palmer Street, #4, Quincy, MA 02169

Driving records show no basis for denial.  Issuance is subject to CORI background checks.

On a motion by Selectman Malaguti, seconded by Vice Chairman Loewenberg, the Board voted to approve one (1) Vehicle for Hire Business Permit, two (2) Vehicle for Hire (Taxi) Vehicle Permits, and three (3) Vehicle for Hire Operator Permits (Sadek M. Ghazzawi, Mudafer Al-Ziyadi, and Salah Almosawi) for South Shore Taxi.  Voted 5-0-0, approved.
Administrative Notes
Meeting Minutes – The Board approved the minutes from the December 11, 2007 Selectmen’s meeting.

Redevelopment Project – The Board authorized the Chairman to sign the Support for Local Action Units Application for the Local Initiative Program (LIP) housing project at 1294 Old Sandwich Road.  Fall Town meeting voted to give this property, along with two others (26 Murray Street and 10 Alpine Drive), to the Plymouth Redevelopment Authority for the constriction and lottery of affordable homes. 
Liaison to the Council on Aging – The Board chose Selectman Machado to serve as the Board’s liaison to the Council on Aging. 
Public Comment
Catherine McKenna from Jordan Hospital and Jordan the Bear provided information on the 6th Annual Polar Plunge fundraising event at Plymouth Long Beach on Saturday, March 1, 2008.   Ms. McKenna pointed out that, last year, over 500 people attended the event, and approximately $100,000 was raised to benefit the Jordan Hospital Cancer Center.  Ms. McKenna encouraged the audience to visit the Polar Plunge website for further information: www.jordanspolarplunge.com .
Chairman Quintal declared that all new Board members must plunge, referencing Selectman Machado.   Selectmen Malaguti noted that he will pledge, and Selectman Tavares announced that he will plunge again.
Annual Town meeting Articles
Article 5
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Classification and Compensation Plans and the Personnel By‑Law and Collective Bargaining Agreements contained therein, or take any other action relative thereto.

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Patricia Flynn, Director of Human Resources, explained that Article 5 contains bylaw changes that will institute new hourly rates for various part-time, seasonal, and on-call positions. 
On a motion by Selectman Tavares, seconded by Selectman Malaguti, the Board voted to recommend Article 5 to Town Meeting.  Voted 5-0-0, approved.

Article 11
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer a sum of money to fund a household hazardous waste collection day or other activity, or take any other action relative thereto.

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Fire Chief Edward Bradley explained that Article 11 represents $20,000 in funding for two annual collections of household hazardous waste, one in the spring, and one in the fall.  Surplus funds from this article, he said, are used to contract with an environmental service company to remediate in illegal dumping incidents when a responsible party cannot be identified.
On a motion by Vice Chairman Loewenberg, seconded by Selectman Malaguti, the Board voted to recommend Article 11 to Town Meeting.  Voted 5-0-0, approved.

Article 19
To see if the Town will vote to amend Chapter 9 of the General Bylaws, entitled “Advisory and Finance Committee”, by adding the underlined words in Section 9-7 thereof and making the changes shown in said Section 9-7, as follows: 

§ 9-7 Warrants.

A.  Annual Town Meeting warrant. The Annual Town Meeting warrant shall be closed by the Selectmen no later than the third Wednesday in January. It shall be the duty of the Selectmen to transmit a complete draft of the warrant to each member of the Advisory and Finance Committee and the Chairman of the Committee of Precinct Chairs within seven days after the close of the Annual Town Meeting warrant. It shall be the duty of the Advisory and Finance Committee to transmit a complete draft of the warrant to each Town Meeting member as soon as possible after its receipt from the Board of Selectmen.  

Special Town Meeting warrant. It shall be the duty of the Selectmen to transmit a complete draft of any Special Town Meeting warrant to each member of the Advisory and Finance Committee and the Committee of Precinct Chairs within three working days of the close of such warrant. It shall be the duty of the Advisory and Finance Committee to transmit a complete draft of any Special Town Meeting warrant to each Town Meeting member as soon as possible after its receipt from the Board of Selectmen.

COMMITTEE OF PRECINCT CHAIRS

Bill Abbott addressed Article 19 on behalf of the Committee of Town Meeting Precinct Chairs.  These proposed bylaw changes, he explained, address the closing of the warrant for the Annual Town Meeting, moving the date from the end of November to the last Wednesday of January.   Mr. Abbot added that the article also proposes to change the amount of time for release of the warrant from 15 days to 7 days.  
Mr. Sylvia suggested that the Committee of Precinct Chairs work with his office to come to a compromise on the dates and times.  Mr. Sylvia offered a suggestion of the end of December for the closing of the warrant.  

Selectmen Machado inquired if Mr. Abbott had spoken with the Town Manger previously on this issue, because it is time consuming to create these documents.  Vice Chairman Loewenberg recommended that there be discussion between staff and the Committee of Precinct Chairs before proceeding forward with these articles.
On a motion by Selectmen Tavares, seconded by Selectman Malaguti, the Board voted to table their decision on Article 19 until the following meeting.  Voted 5-0-0, approved.

Article 20
To see if the Town Meeting will vote to amend and adopt the “Rules Governing Town Meeting Debate”, as listed on file in the Town Clerk’s Office, or take any other action relevant thereto. 

COMMITTEE OF PRECINCT CHAIRS

Mr. Abbott requested that Article 20 be tabled until the next Selectmen’s meeting.

On a motion by Selectmen Malaguti, seconded by Vice Chairman Loewenberg, the Board voted to table their decision on Article 20 until the following meeting.  Voted 5-0-0, approved.

Old Business / Letters / New Business

Old Business

Plymouth Bulletin – Selectman Malaguti inquired if the Town could fine the publishers of the Plymouth Bulletin for littering.  Mr. Sylvia responded that the Town cannot take action unless the papers are found on a public way.   Selectman Machado questioned if the Town could enact a bylaw to stop companies from conducting this sort of unsolicited delivery.  Alternate legal action may be possible, Mr. Sylvia said, and he will continue to consult Town Counsel on this matter.
Executive Session
On a motion by Selectman Malaguti, seconded by Vice Chairman Loewenberg, the Board of Selectmen voted to enter Executive Session pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 39, Section 23B, Paragraph 3 (Litigation).  By roll call: Machado – yes, Malaguti – yes, Quintal – yes, Loewenberg – yes, and Tavares – yes.  Voted 5-0-0, approved.

Chairman Quintal noted that the Board would not return to open session after executive session and adjourned the public portion of the meeting.

Recorded by Patrick O’Brien, Special Assistant to the Town Manager

Formatted by Tiffany Park, Clerk to the Board of Selectmen
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